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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES DISARMAMENT 

1 . ADDRESSING THE INDIAN FEDERATION OF UN ASSOCIATIONS IN 
CHANDIGARH JUNE 1, FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE REGRETTED THAT 
THE WORLD SPENT MORE FOR ARMS THAN FOR HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
NUTRITION FOR THE POOREST TWO-THIRDS OF HUMANITY, AND HE 
CALLED ON THE UN SSOD TO PRODUCE A DEFINITE PROGRAM OF ACTION 
FOR WORLD DISARMAMENT. FIXING THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR PROGRESS TOWARD DISARMAMENT ON THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
STATES - PARTICULARLY THE "OVER-ARMED" ONES - VAJPAYEE 
STATED THAT IF THEY SET THE PACE, OTHER STATES WOULD 
FOLLOW. HE THOUGHT IT IRONIC THAT THE UN PAYS MORE 
ATTENTION TO PEACE-KEEPING, DEVELOPMENT AND OUTER 
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SPACE THAN TO DISARMAMENT. 

2. REMINDING HIS AUDIENCE OF INDIA'S "UNCONDITIONAL" 

RENUNCIATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, VAJPAYEE URGED "THE 
RENUNCIATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY ALL NATIONS AND A 
DECLARATION THAT THE POSSESSION AND USE OF SUCH NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS AND OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IS (SIC) 
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A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY." HE ALSO ATTACKED THE 
"DISCRIMINATORY" NPT AND PROPOSALS FOR "INEQUITABLE" 

AND "IMPRACTICABLE" NUCLEAR-WEAPONS-FREE ZONES COMPRISING 
LESS THAN A "WHOLE GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY" - CLEARLY 
REFERRING TO PAKISTAN'S PROPOSED SOUTH ASIA NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS FREE ZONE. REGARDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS FREE 
ZONES IS GENERAL, VAJPAYEE NOTED THAT INDIA DID NOT LIKE 
"THE USE THAT SOME MAY WANT TO MAKE OF THIS NOBLE IDEA 
TO CAST ASPERSIONS ON US OR ON OUR INTENTIONS," - 
ANOTHER OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO PAKISTAN. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT IF ALL COUNTRIES WERE TO GIVE UP THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, THERE WOULD BE NO NEED TO "PARCEL 
OUT" SUCH ZONES. 

3. VAJPAYEE POINTED TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTREIS' NEED 
FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY TECHNOLOGY AND STATED THAT NUCLEAR 
PROLIFERATION SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH DISSEMINATION 
OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. HE ALSO 
SAW NEED FOR A DIRECT LINK BETWEEN DISARMAMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT, TO PUT TO CONSTRUCTIVE USE FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF THE POOR SOME OF THE REOURCES HERETOFORE SPENT ON 
ARMS. 
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